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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 05376 091836Z 

61 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 

FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 

SP-02 CIEP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 DODE-OO PA-02 

PRS-01 SS-15 NSC-05 L-03 /100W 

104561 

R 091650Z JUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9677 
INFO AMEMBUSSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
AMEMBASSY LOME 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS LAGOS 05376 

E.O. 11652 : NA 
TAGS : ECIN, XY 

SUBJ : ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) 

REFS: A. STATE 128276 
B. LAGOS 5001 

1. ACCORDING INFORMATION AVAILABLE HERE, THREE STATES, NIGERIA, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TOGO, AND LIBERIA, HAVE SO FAR RATIFIED ECOWAS TREATY. WORKING 
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LEVELS OF MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, WHICH IS THE ACTION 
MINISTRY ON ECOWAS, HAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT REQUIRED RATIFICATION 
BY MINIMUM OF SEVEN MEMBERS WILL BE GAINED QUICKLY AND THAT 
ECOWAS WILL BE IN BUSINESS WITHIN A FEW MONTHS. FAR LESS CERTAIN 
WITHIN FMG WHEN OR EVEN IF ALL FIFTEEN MEMBERS WILL RATIFY. 

2. FOR THE MOMENT HOWEVER THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT FMG RIDING 
HIGH. FMG APPARENTLY HAD LITTLE ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW MANY 
HEADS OF STATE WOULD ATTEND SUMMIT AND ALSO COULD NOT BE 

SURE UNTIL TIME FOR SIGNING THAT FIFTEEN SIGNATURES WOULD INDEED 
APPEAR ON TREATY. FACT THAT TREATY WAS SIGNED BY ALL FIFTEEN 
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS WAS CAUSE FOR GREAT IOY AMONGST FMG OFFICIALS 
AND APPEARANCE IN LAGOS OF NO FEWER THAN ELEVEN WA HEADS OF STATE 
WAS ICING ON CAKE. NIGERIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE CONTINUED TO GIVE 
ECOWAS BANNER TREATMENT. 

3. FMG CLEARLY IS EAGER TO MOVE THE PROJECT AHEAD AND MAY BE 
ABLE TO CAPITALIZE ON THE MOMENTUM GAINED TO DO SO,. HOWEVER, 

NIGERIANS CONTINUE TO BE ACUTELY SENSITIVE TO CHARGES THEY SEEK TO 
DOMINATE SMALLER WA NEIGHBORS THROUGH MECHANISM OF ECOWAS AND MAY 
RESTRAIN THEIR ENTHUSIASM IN ORDER TO KEEP SUCH ACCUSATIONS TO A 
MINIMUM. (BOTH ADEDIJI AND ARIKPO HAVE FELT IT NECESSARY WITHIN 

PAST TEN DAYS TO AFFIRM PUBLICLY THAT NIGERIA DOES NOT SEEK TO BE 
DOMINANT POWER IN ECOWAS). WORKING LEVELS OF FMG SEEM TO REALIZE 
THAT SPEED WITH WHICH ECOWAS BEGINS TO TAKE EFFECT DEPENDS MORE 
UPON THEIR NEIGHBORS THAN UPON WHAT FMG CAN DO AT THIS POINT. IN 
THIS REGARD EMBASSY WILL SEEK TO REPORT VIEWS OF WEST AFRICAN 
DIPLOMACY IN LAGOS.BUT THIS OBVIOUSLY CAN ONLY BE SUPPLEMENTARY 
TO REPORTING DONE BY OTHER POSTS. 

4. TREATY (WHICH IS LITTLE CHANGED FROM DRAFT) COMMUNIQUE 
AND LISTS OF DELEGATIONS BEING SENT ALL ADDRESSEES, UNDER COVER 
AIRGRAM. 

EASUM 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TREATY RATIFICATION, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 JUN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LAGOS05376 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750200-1183 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750669/aaaackrw.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 128276 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 FEB 2003 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <03 FEB 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: : ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) 
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